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Hal Peterson Mission Statement 
The mission of Hal Peterson Middle School is to provide: 

• An atmosphere conducive to learning. 

• A curriculum that will strengthen students’ educational foundations and give them opportunities to 

investigate various areas of study. 

• Guidance and compassion to help students work with their emotions and changing needs at this critical 

age. 

 

 

Hal Peterson Vision Statement 

The Hal Peterson Middle School vision is coming soon!  It is currently under construction! 

 

 

 

A Letter from the Principal 

Dear Spikes,  

Your middle school years are the gateway to preparing for Tivy High School and what you want to do after 

graduation!  This course catalog has been written to help you make informed decisions about your classes and 

consider what you might be most interested in taking as you move through the grades.  Please take the time 

to plan carefully and use the resources in here!  Remember, middle school is a time to explore different 

classes and find out which ones excite you the most!  If you already have a love for band, choir, orchestra, art 

or athletics; continue to pursue those courses.  If you are still looking for a special course, take the time to 

check out our CTE or LOTE sections of electives.  No matter what you decide, there are many classes available 

to help you find what interests you the most!  

 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Althaus  
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Contact Information 
Hal Peterson Middle School 

3175 Loop 534 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

830.257.2204 
 
 

Administration   
Tana Althaus, Future Principal (2021 – 2022) 
Kristi Carruthers, Academic Principal (A – L)  
Chad Coffey, Assistant Principal (M – Z)  

Ext. 3010 
Ext. 3011 
Ext. 3012 

 

tana.althaus@kerrvilleisd.net 
kristi.carruthers@kerrvilleisd.net 

chad.coffey@kerrvilleisd.net 
 

Office Support   
Carrie Morgan, Principal’s Secretary 
Molly Harper, Attendance Secretary 

Ext. 3015 
Ext. 3016 

carrie.morgan@kerrvilleisd.net 
molly.harper@kerrvilleisd.net 

 

Counselors   
Kimberly Baiza (A – L) 
Rose Gonzales (M – Z)  

Ext. 3022 
Ext. 3021 

kimberly.baiza@kerrvilleisd.net 
rose.gonzales@kerrvilleisd.net 

 

Diagnostician    
Lindsay Conklin Ext. 1227 lindsay.conklin@kerrvilleisd.net 

 

Nurse   

Kay Thomas Ext. 3025 kay.thomas@kerrvilleisd.net 
 

School Resource Officer   

Aaron Juarez Ext. 3040 aaron.juarez@kerrvilleisd.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerrville Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color, age or national origin in its educational 
programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI.  Courses described in this booklet will not be taught if 
enrollment is insufficient.  Course approval is necessary for any course taken for high school credit.   
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COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 
 

STEP ONE – Review Course Catalog and Offerings 

• Read through the Course Catalog, and highlight or mark the courses that interest you. 

• Select courses that will help you prepare for your future goals.  

• Make sure you have met the prerequisites for each course you are interested in taking. 

• Horizons courses and Pre-AP courses are great to choose if you are interested in attending college. 
STEP TWO – Plan Your Courses 

• Review the course requirements listed below. 

• Use the planning guide below to decide which courses you would like to select as your top choices.  

• Write your selection on your course selection form.  

• Make sure you have second, third, and fourth options selected and marked correctly on your form. 
STEP THREE – Parent/Guardian Approval  

• With your parents or guardians, discuss which courses you are choosing and why you selected each one. 

• Listen to any ideas or suggestions from your parents or guardians. 

• Have your parent or guardian sign the bottom of your form then return it to your school counselor.  
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The courses offered at HPMS meet and exceed the requirements set forth by the Texas Education Agency.  The required 
courses for your grade level are listed below. 
 
 REQUIRED FOR SEVENTH GRADE  REQUIRED FOR EIGHTH GRADE  
 • English, Language Arts & 

Reading (ELAR) 

• Math 

• Science 

• Texas History & Geography 

• PE or Athletics 

• 1 Elective* 

 • English, Language Arts & Reading 
(ELAR) 

• Math 

• Science 

• US History through Reconstruction 

• 2 Electives* 

 

 
*In accordance with House Bill 3, all middle school students must complete one full year of fine arts course during grades 
6, 7 or 8.  HPMS is on a semester system.  There are two semesters each school year.  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PLANNING GUIDE 
 
As you create your pathway and develop a challenging personal academic plan, use the middle school planning guide 
below to think ahead to the courses you want to complete by the end of 8th grade.  Your middle school coursework will 
have an impact on your high school plans and what you want to do after graduation (see pages 20 -21).   When picking 
your electives, remember to also consider the classes that you have already significantly grown your skills in, such as 
band, orchestra, choir or athletics.   
 

 7th Grade 8th Grade 

ELAR 
 
 

 

Math 
 
 

 

Science 
 
 

 

Social Studies 
 
 

 

Elective 
PE or Athletics  
 

 

Elective 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS and READING (ELAR) 
 

SEVENTH GRADE COURSES 
 

 EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 

English Language Arts & Reading  

•  7 t h Grade 

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Two class periods per day  
 

In this course, you will continue to increase 
your l iteracy skil ls in l istening, speaking, 
reading, writ ing and thinking.  You will also 
focus on connections in l iteracy though daily 
academic conversations, writ ing and reading.  
You will build on your prior knowledge and 
skills to read increasingly complex text 
selected by you and your teacher.  You will 
also continue to grow your vocabulary and 
focus on the author’s craft.  You will research 
and write in order to continue to build your 
skills in multiple writ ing styles.  Summer 
reading is required.  

 English Language Arts & Reading  

•  8 t h Grade 

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Two class periods per day  

In this course, you will continue to increase 
your l iteracy skil ls in l istening, speaking, 
reading, writ ing and thinking.  You will also 
focus on connections in l iteracy though daily 
academic conversations, writ ing and reading.  
You will build on your prior knowledge and 
skills to read increasingly complex text 
selected by you and your teacher.  You will 
also continue to grow your vocabulary and 
focus on the author’s craft.  You will research 
and write in order to continue to build your 
skills in multiple writ ing styles.  This course 
prepares you for the transition to high school 
English courses.  Summer reading is 
required.   

 
   
Horizons English Language Arts & Reading  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Two class periods per day  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will cover the same skil ls 
l isted in the description for English Language 
Arts & Reading Grade 7 (see above) while 
challenging your thinking and developing 
deeper critical thinking skills through daily 
close observation and analysis, ev idence-
based writ ing, high-order questioning, and 
academic conversations.  These skil ls wil l 
help you prepare for Pre-AP (Advanced 
Placement) and AP courses at Tivy High 
School.  Also, this Horizons course is one of 
the first-steps in developing the skil ls needed 
to continue your education after high school 
graduation.  Summer reading is required.  

 

 Horizons English Language Arts & Reading  

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Two class periods per day  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will cover the same skil ls 
l isted in the description for English Language 
Arts & Reading Grade 8 (see above) while 
challenging your thinking and developing 
deeper critical thinking skills through daily 
close observation and analysis, ev idence-
based writ ing, high-order questioning, and 
academic conversations.  These skil ls wil l 
help you prepare for Pre-AP (Advanced 
Placement) and AP courses at Tivy High 
School.  Also, this Horizons course is one of 
the first-steps in developing the skil ls needed 
to continue your education after high school 
graduation.  Summer reading is required.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/english-language-arts-and-reading#h.p_uMyjo37Zlxoq
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/english-language-arts-and-reading#h.p_uMyjo37Zlxoq
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MATHEMATICS 
 

 
SEVENTH GRADE COURSES 

 
 EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 

Math  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  
 

In this course, your main focus will be on 
using direct proportional relationships in 
numbers, geometry and measurements.  You 
will also use probability and statistical 
measures to describe data and make 
predictions about the data.  
  

 Math  

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

In this course, your main focus will be on 
using the foundations of algebra to analyze 
and represent both proportional and non-
proportional l inear relationships to describe 
data and make predictions.  
 
*Calculators are available to students for in-class use in 
appropriate math courses. Algebra I and 8th Grade math 
students are encouraged to obtain their own graphing 
calculator for personal use on homework and projects. 
Calculator models that are recommended; TI83 or TI84.  
 
 

   
Horizons Math  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will cover the 7 t h grade 
learning standards for mathematics along with 
the majority of the 8 t h grade learning 
standards.  (See Math Grade 7 and Math 
Grade 8 above for an overview).  You will 
learn at an accelerated pace to cover all the 
learning standards needed to prepare to take 
Algebra I in 8 t h grade which will set you on the 
path to gain high school credits before you 
leave HPMS.  This course will also help you 
prepare for Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) and 
AP courses at Tivy High School.  Also, this 
Horizons course is one of the f irst -steps in 
developing the skil ls needed to continue your 
education after high school graduation.  

 

 Algebra I (Pre-AP) 

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Open-Enrollment  

• High School Endorsements:  
Multidisciplinary & STEM Mathematics  

 
Successful completion of Algebra I  counts for 
high school credit.  This course will serve as 
the foundation for the rest of your math 
classes through graduation.  
 
In this course, you will cover the remaining 8 t h 
grade learning standards and extend beyond 
the state Algebra I standards as you develop 
the key concepts needed for Pre-AP 
(Advanced Placement), AP and college credit -
bearing courses at Tivy High School.  This 
course will also prepare you to begin 
Geometry Pre-AP in 9 t h  grade.   
 
*Calculators are available to students for in-class use in 
appropriate math courses. Algebra I and 8th Grade math 
students are encouraged to obtain their own graphing 
calculator for personal use on homework and projects. 
Calculator models that are recommended; TI83 or TI84. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/mathematics#h.p_APODve1NpK9H
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/mathematics#h.p_APODve1NpK9H
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/mathematics#h.p_8XbYAB0GpiQ1
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/mathematics#h.p_8XbYAB0GpiQ1
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SCIENCE 
 

SEVENTH GRADE COURSES 
 

 EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 

Science  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

 
In this course, you will build upon the learning 
standards from sixth grade; however, the main 
focus will be on organisms and the 
environment.  You will use the scientif ic 
inquiry method during investigations to study 
the flow of matter and energy through 
systems, the impact  of natural events and 
human activity on ecosystems, structures and 
functions in organisms, and the role of genetic 
material.   
  

 Science  

• 8 t h Grade 

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  
 

In this course, you will build upon the learning 
standards from seventh grade; however, the 
main focus will be on earth and space 
science.  You will use the scientif ic inquiry 
method during investigations to study the 
atom and chemical reactions, Newton’s Laws 
of Motion, the characteristics of the universe, 
the impact of natural events and climatic 
interactions on the Earth’s systems, and the 
interdependence among living systems.    
 
 

   
Horizons Science  

•  7th Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will cover the same skil ls 
l isted in the description for Science Grade 7 
(see above) while participating in collaborative 
lab investigations and projects where you will 
analyze real-world situations and enhance 
your development of scientif ic process skil ls.  
Independent reading, analytical writ ing and in -
depth discussions will equip you with the 
conceptual understanding and crit ical thinking 
needed for Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) and 
AP courses at Tivy High School.  Also, this 
Horizons course is one of the f irst -steps in 
developing the skil ls needed to continue your 
education after high school graduation.   

 Horizons Science Grade 8 

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites) 

 
In this course, you will cover the same skil ls 
l isted in the description for Science Grade 8 
(see above) while participating in collaborative 
lab investigations and projects where you will 
analyze real-world situations and enhance 
your development of scientif ic process skil ls.  
Independent reading, analytical writ ing and in-
depth discussions will equip you with the 
conceptual understanding and crit ical thinking 
needed for Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) and 
AP courses at Tivy High School.  Also,  this 
Horizons course is one of the f irst -steps in 
developing the skil ls needed to continue your 
education after high school graduation.   
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

SEVENTH GRADE COURSES 
 

 EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 

Texas History  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

 
In this course, you will study the history of 
Texas from prehistory to the present.  This 
historical content is integrated with the study 
of geography, economics, government, 
cit izenship, culture, science, technology, and 
society, as well  as social studies skil ls.  You 
will use primary and secondary sources to 
acquire information about Texas.   
 

 American History  

• 8 t h Grade 

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  
 

In this course, you will study the United States 
from the early colonial period to 
Reconstruction (1887) and the polit ical, social, 
and economic events that shaped the present 
country.   You will also learn about the 
development of the government of the United 
States, the Constitution, and cit izenship.  You 
will use primary and secondary sources to 
acquire information about the United States.  
 
 

   
Horizons Texas History  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will cover the same skil ls 
l isted in the description for Texas History 
Grade 7 (see above) while going more in 
depth through thoughtful discussions, reading 
and an emphasis on writing and analytical 
skills.  You will use primary and secondary 
sources to acquire information about Texas.  
This course will equip you with conceptual 
understanding and crit ical thinking skills 
needed for Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) and 
AP courses at Tivy High School.  Also, this 
Horizons course is one of the f irst -steps in 
developing the skil ls needed to continue your 
education after high school graduation.   

 Horizons American History  

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will cover the same skil ls 
l isted in the description for American History 
Grade 8 (see above) while going more in 
depth through thoughtful discussions, reading 
and an emphasis on writing and analytical 
skills.  This course will equip you with the 
conceptual understanding and crit ical thinking 
needed for Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) and 
AP courses at Tivy High School.  Also, this 
Horizons course is one of the f irst -steps in 
developing the skil ls needed to continue your 
education after high school graduation.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/social-studies#h.p_1dVYbfAesU10
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/social-studies#h.p_1dVYbfAesU10
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/social-studies#h.p_VWKfIvD3s_yE
https://sites.google.com/boerneisd.net/bisdmiddleschoolcoursecatalog/social-studies#h.p_VWKfIvD3s_yE
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ATHLETICS/PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 
 
 

Athletics  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

 
In this course, you are expected to maintain 
academic (grade) eligibility for the year and 
must consistently dress out for class in the 
Spikes athletic uniform which is available for 
purchase at Fitness First.  In addition, you 
must have a physical examination and 
parent permission .  Medical insurance is not 
required although it is strongly recommended. 
All students are expected to participate in at 
least one sport.  The program includes:  

•  Basketball  

•  Beginning Tennis 

•  Cross Country 

•  Football 

•  Volleyball  

•  Tennis 

•  Track 

 Physical Education (P.E.)  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  
 
In this course, you will learn how to be 
physically active over your l ifetime.  Lessons 
and activit ies will focus on cardiovascular 
endurance, muscular endurance, muscular 
strength, f lexibility and body composition.  
Through wellness and health units, individual 
sports and team sports, cooperative and team 
building activit ies, you will gain the knowledge 
and skills to continue being active throughout 
your l ifetime.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



12 
 

FINE ARTS 
 

SEVENTH GRADE COURSES 
 

 EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 

Art Exploratory  

•  7 t h Grade  

•  Half Year Course (One Semester)  

 
In this course, you will learn about various art 
mediums and techniques while focusing on the 
elements and principles of art.  You will 
explore a variety of art methods that will 
include drawing, painting, sculpture, and 
printmaking.  
 

 Art I 

• 8 t h Grade 

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

• High School Endorsement:  Arts & 
Humanities 

 
Successful completion of Art I counts for high 
school credit.  This course will serve as the 
foundation for the rest of your art classes 
through high school.  
 
In this course, you will complete work in 
painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpting and 
more.  This is the course to select if you are 
interested in expanding your art experience 
and want a greater artistic challenge.  You will 
gain knowledge of artistic composition, art 
elements and principles, and technical 
discipline. 
 
 

   

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 
 
Beginning Band  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will be introduced to the 
basic fundamental of instrumental music 
performance in areas of brass or woodwinds.  
You do not need any prior experience playing 
a musical instrument in order to join Beginn ing 
Band.  You will be assigned to a particular 
instrument based on your individual needs and 
recommendations from the band director.  
 

 Band Ensembles – Concert & Symphonic & 
Honors  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade 

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Successful completion of Beginning 
Band and director approval required  

 
In these courses, you will be part of a 
performing group that is focused on preparing 
for the Tivy High School Band program.  You 
will perform at concerts and contest 
throughout the school year including UIL 
Concert and Sight-Reading Contest, Band 
Festivals across the State of Texas, Solo and 
Ensemble Contest, and All Region Band.  You 
will be selected for this course through an 
audition and the Band Director’s 
recommendation.   
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FINE ARTS (Continued) 
 
Intermediate Girls’ Choir  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)   

 
In this course, you will continue to work on 
grasping the basic skills of singing, sight 
reading in a group, and music theory 
fundamentals.  If you are interested but have 
never been in Choir before, this is the course 
to select.  You will learn music in the same 
manner as the Advanced Girls’ Choir except 
more time will be taken, and needed, for 
explanation of key concepts and the music 
selected for performances is suitable for f irst -
time Choir singers.  In this choir, you will 
perform at required evening quarterly 
concerts, UIL, and other performances at the 
discretion of the director.    
 

 Advanced Girls’ Choir  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Previous choir experience and director 
approval required  

 
In this course, you will build upon your 
previous knowledge of singing while 
continuing to build your sight-reading abilit ies.  
You will learn advanced music, move at a 
quick pace, and build collaborative 
relationships to confidently express music.  
You will be part of the showcase choir of 
HPMS and perform at required evening 
quarterly concerts, UIL, and other 
performances at the discretion on the director.  
 

   
Boys’ Choir  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will join an all -boys choir.  
Although it is always helpful, no previous 
experience is required.  In this class, you will 
learn to navigate the changing voice, sing in a 
group, begin/continue sight-reading skil ls, and 
the fundamentals of music theory.  You will 
perform at required evening quarterly 
concerts, UIL, and other performances at the 
discretion of the director.  
 

 Choir Exploratory  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

• Half Year Course (One Semester)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will continue to learn basic 
general music knowledge, skil ls, and 
understanding developed in elementary school 
as well as become equipped with the basic 
tools of singing.  If you are interested in 
participating in performances but you just 
want to try choir out, this is the course to 
choose.  You will experience team-building 
and develop your work ethic through singing in 
unison and parts on varied types of music.  
You will perform in an evening concert as the 
final activity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



14 
 

FINE ARTS (Continued) 
 
Orchestra  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Previous orchestra experience and 
director approval required  

 
In this course, you will be introduced to the 
basic fundamentals of instrumental music 
performance in the areas of violin, viola, cello 
or str ing bass.  You will learn about the 
selection and care of your instrument, 
fundamental performance techniques, reading 
music, and awareness of rhythm and pitch.  
You will be placed into the appropriate String 
Orchestra class after meeting with the 
orchestra director.  You will participate in 
multiple ensemble performances such as fall 
and spring concerts and out-of-distr ict 
performances.  
 

 Advanced Orchestra  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Previous orchestra experience and 
director approval required  

 
In this course, you will focus on the 
performance-oriented goals of improving your 
individual and group playing skil ls that were 
previously introduced.  Proper str ing 
technique, music theory and creative self -
expression will also be a focus.  You will 
prepare for and participate in required UIL 
competit ions and concerts.  Through 
performances you will work on the goal of 
improving you individual and group playing 
skills.  The music you play will vary from 
tradit ional pieces to contemporary selections.  
Many individual and group activit ies are 
planned such as ensemble performance 
concerts, region auditions, Solo & Ensemble 
as well as other concerts.  
 

   
Theatre Arts I  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Half Year Course (One Semester)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)   

 
In this course, you will be introduced to 
theatre with a focus on helping you build 
confidence and skills in using your body and 
voice in creative communication.  You will 
participate in voice and dictation development, 
theatre games, pantomime, and a variety of 
performances.  
 

 Theatre Arts II  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade 

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Successful completion of Theater Arts I 
or director approval required 

 
In this course, you will focus on the production 
of both published and student-created scenes 
and plays through all phases of production.  
You will read and analyze scripts, study 
techniques of acting and directing, construct 
costumes and props, plan lighting and sound 
effects, publicize performances, and perform 
scripted plays.  This course will develop your 
ability to make artistic decisions while setting 
and meeting realistic goals and deadlines.  In 
this course you will be provided with a 
comprehensive knowledge of formal play 
production.  
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) 
 

EIGHTH GRADE COURSE 
 

  

Spanish I  

•  8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Successful 7 t h Grade STAAR Reading 
score  

•  High School Endorsement:  Arts & 
Humanities 

 
Successful completion of Spanish I counts for 
high school credit.  This course will serve as 
the foundation for the rest of your languages 
other than English (LOTE) classes through 
high school.  High school graduation requires 
students to obtain two full consecutive years 
of LOTE. 
 
In this course, you will begin learning the 
skills recommended for a multi -year sequence 
designed to develop your fundamental 
Spanish skills of l istening, speaking, reading 
and writ ing.  The emphasis of Spanish I is to 
develop your oral language.  The study of 
introductory vocabulary, phonetics, and 
grammar are included.  The culture of the 
Spanish-speaking world will be integrated into 
all aspects of this course.  The rigor and pace 
of this course are in-line with the high school 
level curriculum.  
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 
 

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE COURSES 
 
College and Career Readiness I  

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Half Year Course (One Semester)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will develop your college 
and career readiness skills through the study 
of technology applications.  You will integrate 
academic skil ls and real- life events by 
investigating high school College & Technical 
Education (CTE) Clusters, graduation 
endorsements, and postsecondary options 
through self-assessment and planning linked 
to personal interests.  Field trips and guest 
speakers are an integral part of the course.  
 

 Investigating Careers 

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

• Half Year Course (One Semester)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will explore career options 
and begin investigating career opportunities.  
You will assess their roles in society, identify 
the roles of workers, and complete an 
exploration of the 16 career clusters,  which 
include Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM).  You will immerse yourself 
in each career cluster as you thoroughly 
explore careers.  You will create research-
based presentations, keep and maintain an 
engineering notebook as you create a product 
under the career cluster.  You are able to 
select career pathways and occupations for 
further study in high school and beyond.  This 
course will also help you identify and 
demonstrate the workplace skil ls that 
employers desire in their future employees.  
Unit examples include 3D printing, 
programming/coding, bridge building, Lego 
EV3 robotics, Adruino circuitry, Aviation, 
drones and more.  

 
   
Touch System Data Entry 

•  7 t h & 8 t h Grade  

•  Half Year Course (One Semester)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
Successful completion of Touch System Data 
Entry counts for high school credit.  This 
course will serve as the foundation for the rest 
of your business classes through high school.  
 
In this course, you will apply technical skil ls to 
address business applications of emerging 
technologies.  You will enhance reading, 
writing, computing, communication, and 
reasoning skil ls then apply them to the 
business environment.  You will be able to 
apply touch system data entry skil ls for 
production of business documents.  
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) (Continued) 
 

EIGHTH GRADE COURSES  

Principles of Business, Marketing & 
Finance 

•  8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

•  High School Endorsement:  Business & 
Industry  

 
Successful completion of Principles of 
Business, Marketing & Finance counts for high 
school credit.  This course will serve as the 
foundation for the rest of your accounting and 
financial classes through high school.  
 

In this course, you will gain knowledge and 
skills in economies and private enterprise 
systems, the impact of global business, 
marketing of goods and services, advertising 
and product pricing.  You will analyze the 
sales process and f inancial management 
principles.  This course allows you to 
reinforce, apply, and transfer academic 
knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting 
and relevant activit ies, problems and settings 
in business, marketing and finance.  
 

 Principles of Art, A/V Technology & 
Communication 

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

• High School Endorsement:  Business & 
Industry  

 
Successful completion of Principles of Art, A/V 
Technology & Communication counts for high 
school credit.  This course will serve as the 
foundation for the rest of your design and 
digital communication classes through high 
school. 
 
In this course, you will  explore basic elements 
of design, including an introduction to some of 
the Adobe Creative Suite and Microsoft Office 
Suite.  You will uti lize a variety of media to 
explore individual expression and learn to 
analyze work to further your artistic growth.  

 

   
Principles of Health Science  

•  8 t h Grade  

•  Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

•  High School Endorsement:  Public 
Services 

 
Successful completion of Principles of Health 
Science counts for high school credit.  This 
course will serve as the foundation for the rest 
of your healthcare therapeutic classes through 
high school.  
 

In this course, you will receive an overview of 
therapeutic, diagnostic, health informatics, 
support services, and biotechnology research 
and development systems of the healthcare 
industry.  
 

 Principles of Applied Engineering   

• 8 t h Grade  

• Full Year Course (Two Semesters)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

• High School Endorsement:  STEM 

 
Successful completion of Principles of Applied 
Engineering counts for high school credit.  
This course will serve as the foundation for 
the rest of your manufacturing and mechanics 
classes through high school.  
 

In this course, you will receive an overview of 
various fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics and their 
interrelationships.  You will develop 
engineering communication skil ls, which 
include computer graphics, modeling, and 
presentations, by using a variety of computer 
hardware and software applications to 
complete assignments and projects.  Upon 
completing this course, you will understand 
the various fields of engineering and will be 
able to make informed career decisions.  
Further, you will have worked on a design 
team to develop a product or system.  You will 
use multiple software applications to prepare 
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and present course assignments. This course 
is a prerequisite for high school Robotics I  

 

ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES 
 

SEVENTH COURSE 
 

 SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE COURSE 
 

Health 

•  7 t h  Grade  

•  Half Year Course (One Semester)  

•  Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will explore topics such as 
physical, mental, and social well -being, 
infections and chronic disease, sex education, 
chemical abuse, and other current and timely 
issues.  This course emphasizes making 
choices and decisions based on healthy 
attitudes and on the basic understanding of 
why it is important to l ive a physically f it l ife.  
You will learn social skil ls needed to work 
independently and with others.  

 

 Teen Leadership  

• 7 t h & 8 t h Grade   

• Half Year Course (One Semester)  

• Open-Enrollment (No Prerequisites)  

 
In this course, you will be provided 
opportunit ies to develop leadership, personal, 
and business skil ls.  You will improve your 
public speaking and communication skil ls and 
acquire an understanding of personal image.  
You will also learn more about group 
dynamics, problem-solving, team building, 
motivation and goal-setting.  

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
 
HORIZONS COURSES 
Horizons courses will help you prepare for Pre -AP (Advanced Placement) and AP courses at Tivy High 
School.  Also, our Horizons courses are one of the first -steps in developing the skil ls needed to continue 
your education after high school graduation. 
 
 
COURSE LIMITATIONS 
Some courses listed in this guide may not work with some students’ schedules due to availability, scheduling conflicts, or 
cancellations resulting from limited enrollment; therefore, students should plan for alternative courses. 
Courses may be offered but will not be scheduled unless enrollment is sufficient to do so.  Courses may be added by the 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) and the State Board of Education (SBOE) or by local decision at any time.  

 

It is the intent of Hal Peterson Middle School to offer all courses in this catalog unless otherwise stated.  However, some courses 
may not be offered if sufficient student interest/enrollment is not evident.   
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HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS, REQUIREMENTS, ENDORSEMENTS & 
PATHWAYS 

 

AWARD OF HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT(S)  

A 70 or greater is required to earn credit for a course.  For full year courses, the two semester grades will be 

averaged for one final grade.  This grade must equal a 70 or higher for you to receive full credit for the course.  

You will be given credit for each semester grade that is a 70 or above.  Grades earned in junior high will not 

count toward your high school GPA.  Once credit is awarded, you cannot repeat the course for state credit.  If 

you take Algebra I, you must pass the End Of Course (EOC) assessment to earn credit.   

 
CORE REQUIREMENTS IN HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Math 4 Credits:  Algebra I*, Geometry, Algebra II, and 1 other 
Science 4 Credits:  Biology and 3 other lab sciences 
English 4 Credits:  English I, II, III, IV 
Social Studies 3 Credits:  World Geography or World History, U.S. History, Government, and Economics  
Fine Arts 1 Credit:    Music, Theater, Dance, Art* or another designated course 
Physical Education 1 Credit:    P.E. or Substitution (Athletics, Golden Girls, ROTC, Marching Band) 
LOTE 2 Credits:  German or Spanish* 

 *Course offered at HPMS for High School Credit 
 
ENDORSEMENTS IN HIGH SCHOOL  
 
Multidisciplinary  4X4 Core, Advanced Coursework 
Arts and Humanities Fine Arts, Languages other than English, Social Studies 
STEM Math or Science 
Public Services ROTC, Healthcare Therapeutic, Teaching and Training 
Business and Industry Animal Science, Applied Agricultural Engineering, Carpentry, Design & Multimedia Arts, 

Digital Communication, Accounting & Financial Services, Culinary Arts, Advanced 
Manufacturing & Machinery Mechanics, Cybersecurity, Automotive, Aviation Ground 
School, or English Electives 

 
 
ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS IN HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 Pathway for High School Business and Industry Endorsement  
Program of Study Level 1 Course(s) Level 2 Course(s) Level 3 Course(s) Level 4 Course(s) 
Design & Multimedia 
Arts 

Principles of Arts, A/V 
Technology, & 
Communications* or 
Digital Media  

Graphic Design & 
Illustration I/Lab 

Graphic Design & 
Illustration II/Lab 

Career Preparation I 

Digital 
Communications 

Principles of Arts, A/V 
Technology, & 
Communications* 

Audio/Video 
Production/Lab 

Audio/Video  
Production II/Lab 

Practicum of 
Audio/Video Production  

Accounting & 
Financial Services 

Principles of Business, 
Marketing & Finance* 
or Money Matters, or 
Business Information 
Management I/Lab 

Accounting I Accounting II Securities & 
Investments  

Advanced 
Manufacturing & 
Machinery Mechanics 

Principles of Applied 
Engineering* 

Robotics I Robotics II Practicum in 
Manufacturing or 
Career Preparation I 

 * Course offered at HPMS 
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ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS IN HIGH SCHOOL (Continued) 

 
Pathway for High School Public Service Endorsement  
Program of Study Level 1 Course(s) Level 2 Course(s) Level 3 Course(s) Level 4 Course(s) 
Healthcare 
Therapeutic  

Principles of Health 
Science*  

Medical Terminology Health Science 
Theory/Clinical or 
Anatomy & Physiology 
(Dual) 

Practicum in Health 
Science or Anatomy & 
Physiology (Dual) or 
Pharmacology  

 * Course offered at HPMS 

 

Pathway for High School Arts and Humanities Endorsement  
Program of Study Level 1 Course(s) Level 2 Course(s) Level 3 Course(s) Level 4 Course(s) 
Fine Arts Pathway – 
Complete 4 credits in 
the same category or 
2 credits in two 
different categories   

Art* 
Band and Jazz Band 

Choir  
Dance  

Orchestra 
Theater 

 * Course offered at HPMS 

 

Pathway for High School STEM Endorsement  
Program of Study Level 1 Course(s) Level 2 Course(s) Level 3 Course(s) Level 4 Course(s) 
Math Pathway – 
Complete 5 credits    

Complete:  Algebra I*, Geometry (Pre AP), Algebra 2 (Honors), Pre-calculus (Dual) 
5th Credit: 

Statistics (Dual) 
AP Calculus  

 * Course offered at HPMS 

 

 


